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The Senate having been callcJ to order.
raiviLtoc o>-mi« floor.

.Mr. FOOTE mov«d that tho laJies be permitted to oc-

CU{yfr'^HALK moved U> amenl that motion, by puttingthe word inviitd in tlii? tiUci^ ol pennUtid.Mr FOOPE did not see the necessity of usm|[the
word "jnviied." when the Indie* were already present.
*°Mr ^EMENS objected to the motion, unless it was
ao amended as to give more room to the ladies in theHe?houShtit would be well enough to direct
the Sergeant at-Arms to d^r U^c'rcular gallery "Jmale occupants, and permit the ladies to occupy it *<»«»*'
the senators, the ladies, or I he gentlemen spectators
were to be incommode I, and he thought that it was es
to incommode those whom he had designated^Mr. FOOTE hoped the honorable senator from Ala¬
bama would withdraw Ins objection. The ladies were
never disorderly, aud he thought that the disorderly con¬
duct of our sex ou^ht not to be visited upon the
He hoped that his motion would be uermitted to be
adopted this morning, anJ alterwards lie would wi
ingly join iu a motion Io clear the igallenes of the u

derly men, if there were any *ucli there.and he was wr
ry to say that that had sometimes been the case.or com-

'^Several10Smatohs^ WithJraw the objection; with-

Jl^e^bjwUon°being withdrawn, the order was agreed
l°The journal having been u-ai.

*lavery.
The VICE PRESlDEN 1' Mated >l»efirKt businew be¬

fore the Senate to be the unfinished business of yester
day.the motion to refer to thB C^ nUtee ou lerriWnes
the message of the President ol the United states, tn»ISSTRConstitution of California upon which the
senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Wai.ee*] haJ the '

Mr VVAIKFU Mr Pie.-ident, this audience has not

^Massachusetts, as I underntan 1 it is not material with
him upon which of the two questions before the Senate

heM^WEBSTER. Before I go on I must return my
thanks to the senator Iro.n Wisconsin [Mr. WaiJtiBaj
ami the senator from New Wuk [Mr. Skwaho] for their
kind courtesy in allowing me to address the Senate this

m°r3tosueak to-day. no', as a Massachusetts man,
nor as a northern roan, but as an American and a raein-
her of the Senate of the Uniie.t Slates It is fortunate
thatthere is a nnate ol the United States-; bodj^moved from its propriety, not lo»t to a ju*t sense of its
own dignity or its own high responsibility.a body to
wtuch the country looks with confidence.wise, moderate,Sic, luid with true feeling- It is not to be deniedK live in the midst ol strong agitations, and
in the midst of very considerable dangers toi our
institutions of government. The imprisoned wind
mre let toose « rhe East, the North, and the stormy
South are all combined to make the whole ocean
Iom its billows to the skies, and disclose its profoun<kst
deaths " I do not affect to hold, or to be ht to hold, thehefm in this combat with the poliucal elemenU; but I have
. (iutv to oerform, artd I mean to perlorm it with fidelity

uAn- i have ft uari to uci» ih4 lor my own securityTiaw-for I ^ Tooki. g out for n<r foment upon
which to float away from tue wreck, if wreck it to en-

un( ,or the icood of the whole and the preservation ofKTrtX. Th« U that which will keep me to my duty
duriW this etrug<le. the sun and the stars shaft
appear or shall not appear lor many »a>s.

Hlspeak to-day for the pre.*. rva ion of the Union- Hea
me for my cause." 1 s|*ak to day from a solicitous an.
anxious desire for the restoration to the country of t.iat
quiet and that harmony which in ike the blessings of this
Union so rich an 1 so dear tr» us all. "Believe me for
mine honor." These are ihe topicsthst t propose to my¬
self to discuss These are the motives and the sole mo¬
tive* that iufluence me to communicate my opinions toSi Senate Md to the country ; and if I CM ^ anything,
however little, for the promotion of these ends, I shall

"BrdSliji taSte » mu t.r, bn.lly
to the events, equally sudden and extraordinary, whic i

have brought the political condition of this couutry to be
what it now is. irMay.1840.the United Suites declareJ
war against Mexico. Our armies then on the fronl'®"Tnte.^d the provinces of that republic, met and defeated
airher troous penetrated her mountain passes, and occu¬
pied her catiiiaf^TTie marine forces of the Un'ted States
took uoieessiou of her |>orU and towns on the Atlantic.^l th» Pacific In less than two years a treaty was negoMex"o ceded to the
extent of territory, extending lor eeven or eight hundred
mile* along -he shores of the Pacific, running back over the
mountains and across the deserts, till it reached the fron-
«. Qimim of Texas It UaiH>ened that, in the iliatracted
and feeble state orf the S government, before the
declaration ol war by the Unite<l Slates against MexicohS become known in California, the l^ple nf California,
under the direction of American othcers. perhaps.^Colonel

States against Mexico, this indej*udeut flag was pullfct

Ctate «"« w,,ri'' t0l,k ***** m,° 041

'"Xrwl-k.,«onJ.r totamgr.wj
nf a verv creal uuaiittty ol gold, hardly fitted to
rn min» hJa. it lay SO iiear the surface-at the lower
nart of'the South or American hntnch of the Sacramento^l'hrv endeavored to conceal thei' discovery, and did so
for iome lime Near the wime lime another d",co*®,.y
nerhans of srtaier i;iii>ortaiice.wa« madeol golillusher part ol the American branch of the Saciaine.ito.
and near to the fort so called. The fsme oi tho*e A-S£ spread far and wide. Thia excited more and
more that spirit of emigration toward (. I'llornij wliu h1? +\r»u iv- tiilcf n nlare nnoiM CTOWdul fhsassiu.".1«sI-, o< s«. Tin., -i
have said, took place in the winter and s. r.ng o IMS
Tba "diggings" commenced in the spring of that^yca^ ,

»nd from that Ume to this, the search for gold ha* been
prosecuted with a success not heretofore known in theHistory of the globe. We all know how incredulous the
American public was of the accounts which hist reached
us oMh.n^discovery But we all know that they re-
r^ieed and continued to receive daily confirmation; ad
down to the present Moowat, I suppose that tlie assti

.re as strung, a.Itei tbe ex^nence of those several
months that there are iiniie-* <>l §oM afl^feWljf 'M*#months, th

nfllr San V raucis.-o, in Califor-ma^s they wire a^any period of Ihe early transmission
to us of thoee accounts.

It ao happened that, although in a time of peace, it he-
came a very great subject fur legislative consideration
and legislative decision to provide a proper territorial
government for California; but differences of opinion in
the couacila of the government prevented the establish¬
ment of any such territorial government for California at
the last aesaion of Congress. Under this stale of things,
the inhabitants of San Francisco and California, then
amounting to a great number of persons, in toe summer
of last year, thought it their duty to establish a local
government. Under the proclamation of (jeneral Biiey,
the people chose delegates to a convention, and that
convention met at Monterey. They framed a constitu¬
tion lor the Mate of California It w,is aloped by thr

people of California in their primary character. Dertron*
ol immediate connexion with the United States, senators
were appointed, and representatives chosen, who liave came
hither, bringing with them the authenticated constitution
of the State ol California, nrul they now present them¬
selves, asking, in behalf of that State, that it may be ad¬
mitted into the Union as one of the United States. This
constitution contains an express prohibition against
.Isvery or involuntary servitude in the S'ate of California
It is said, and I suflpose truly, that, of the members who
composed the convention, some thirty were natives and
*>ad been resident* of the slaveholtling States, and the
residue, perhaps about twenty, were not such.

Mr. HALE Will the honorable swtor give way till
order is restored I
Mr. CAnR. 1 trust, Mr. President, that the seene of

'be other day will *o{ be renewed to-day. The Sergeant¬
s-Arm* should display more energy, and take care to
pfwerve order.

"liiil rTB.i.i...¦...1.1..*¦
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Sergeant-at-Arms mil
close the doors, and permit no more to be admitted.

Order being restored,
Mr. WEBSTER resumed. It it this circumstance that

has contributed to raise.I do not say that it lias wholly
raised.a dispute upon the propriety of the admission of
California into the Union under these circumstances

It is not to be denied, Mr. President.nobody thinks of
denying.that, whatever reasons were assigned for the
commencement of the late war with Mexico, it was

prosecuted tor the purpose of the acquisition of territory,
and under the argument that the cession of territory was
the only form in wlimh proper compensation could be
made to the United States by Mexico for various claim*
and demands which the people of this country had
against her. At any rate, it will be found that President
Polk, in a message at the commencement of the session
in December, 1847, avowed that the war was to be pros¬
ecuted till some acquisition of territory was obtained. And
asthe acquisition was south of the line of the United States,
in warm climates and countries, it was naturally ex¬
pected, I suppose, by the South, that whatever acquisi¬
tions were made in that region would be added to the
slaveholding part of the United Stales. Events havs
turned out as was not expected, and that expectation has
not been realised; and therefore, in some degree, disap¬
pointment and surprise have been excited. In other words,
it is obvious that the question which has so long harassed
the country, and at some times very seriously alarmed
the minds of wise and good men, has come upon us for
a fresh discussion.the question of slavery in these Uni¬
ted States.
Now, sir, 1 propose, perhaps at some little expense to the

attention of the Senate, to review historically this qnrs-
tion of slavery, which, partly in consequence of its own
acts, and partly in consequence of the manner in which it
has been discussed in one and the other portions of the
country, has been the source of so much alienation and
unkind feeling in different portions of the United States.
We all know that slavery has existed in the world
from time immemorial, rhere was slavery in the ear¬
liest periods of the history of oriental nations. There
was slavery among the Jews. The theocratic govern¬
ment of that people made no injunctions again it
it. There was slavery among the Greeks; and the
ingenious philosophy of the Greeks found, sr sought to
find, a justification of it exactly upon the grounds which
have been assumed for such a justification in this coun¬
try, that is, a natural and original difference between ihe
races of mankind.the inferiority of the colored or black
race to the white. T»e Greeks justified their system of
slavery upon that ground precisely. They held the Afri¬
cans and some portions of the Asiatic tribes to be infe¬
rior to the white race. They did not show, I think, by
any close process of logic, that, if that were trae, the
more intelligent and the stronger had therefore the right
to subjugate the Weaker A niore manly philosophy and
jurisprudence of the Romans placed the justification on
entirely different grounds. The Roman jurists, from the
very first dawn to the fall of the empire, admitted that
slavery was against the natural law, by which they main¬
tained that all men, of whatever clime, color,or capacity,
.vera equal. But they justified slavery, first, upon the au¬

thority of the law of nations, arguing, and arguing truly,
that at that day the conventional law of nations admitted
that captives in war.whot-e lives, according to the notion
of that lime, were at the absolute disposal of the captor.
might, in exchange for exemption Iroin death, be made
slaves for life, and that that servi ude might descend to
their posterity. The juris<s of Rome also maintained that
by the civil law there might be servitude and slavery,
.personal and hereditary: brst, by the voluntary act of the
individual, who might sell himself into slavery; sec¬

ondly, by his being received into a state of servitude byhis creditors, to satisfy the debts lie had incurred ; and,
thirdly, by being placed in a state of servitude or slavery
for crime.
At the introduction of Christianity into the world,

the Roman empire was full of slaves. 1 suppose
there is to he found no injunction against thai re¬
lation between man and man in the teachings of
the Gospel by Jesus Christ or by any of his apostles.
The object of the instructions delivered to mankind by
the founder of Christianity was to touch the heart,
purify the soul, and improve the lives of individual men
f'hat object went directly to the fir*t foundation of the
political and social relations of men, to raim the indi¬
vidual heart aud mind ol man. Now, sir, upon the gen¬
eral nature, and character, snd lawfulness of slavery,
there exists a wide difference of opinion between the
northern portion ol this country and the southern. It is
said, on the other side, that if not the subject of any in¬
junction, or any direct prohibition in the New Testa¬
ment, slavery is a wrong; that it is founded merely in the
right of the strongest; that it is oppression; it is like all
unjust wars; like all those conflicts by which mighty
nations subject weaker nations to their will. They think
slavery in its nature.whatever can be said of it in the
modifications which take place in it in fact.is not ac¬

cording to the "meek spirit" of the apostle; it is not
" kindly affectionf it does not " seek another's, and not
its ownit does not" let the oppressed go free." These
are sentiments that are chetished, recently with greatly
augmented force, among the people of the northern States.
They have Uken hold of the religious sentiment of that
part of the country, as they have more or lees taken hold
of the religious feelings of a considerable portion of
mankind.
The South, upon the other side, having been accus¬

tomed to this relation between the races all their lives,
Irom their birth.having been taught, in general, to treat
the subjects ol thM bondage with care and kindness,
and I believe, in general, to feel for them great care and
kindness.have not taken this view of the subject which
I have mentioned. Tnere are thousands of religious
men, with consciences as tender as those of any of their
brethren at the North, who do not se« the unlawfulness
of slavery, and there are more, thousands perhaps, that,
whatever they may think of it in its srigia, and a* a
matter depending upon natural right, yet take things as

they are, find slavery to be an established relation of so¬
ciety where they live, and see no way in which.let
their opinions upon the abstract question be what they
may.it is in the power of the present generation to re¬
lieve themselves from this relat on. And, in this respect,
candor obliges me to say that 1 believe they are just as
conscientious, many of them.and of the religiou« peo
pie, all of them.as we are in the North, holding different
aentunenta.
Why, sir, the honorable member from Souih Carolina

[Mr. Calhoun] the other day alluded to the Reparation
ol that great religious community, the Metholist K|»*c<>-
ikiI Church. Tnat separation brought about by dil-
lerenccsof opinion upon this particular lubjeciol slavery.
I felt great concern, an that dispute went on, about the
result. I was anxious.I was in hope.that the differ¬
ence of opinion might be healed: because I look ut>on
that religious community as one of the great props of re¬

ligion and moials throughout the whole country, from
Maine to New Orleans. The retail wai against my
wishes and against my hopes. I have read all their pro¬
ceedings, all their argumenis; but I hare never yet oeen
able to come to the conclusion that there was any real
ground for that separation.in other words, that any good
could be |troduced by that se|*arauon.

Sir, wiien question* ol ibis kind take hold of the reli¬
gious sentifnenia of mankind, and come to be discussed in
religious assemblies, by clergy and laity, there is always
to he expected, and al ways to be feared, a great degree of
excitement it is in the nature ol man, manifested by his
whole history, th*t religious disputes arc apt to become
warm. Men's strength ol conviction is proportioned to
their riew of the m ignitude 01 the question.

tn all such disputes, there will sometimes be men to be
found, with whom everything will b« absolutely wrong
or absolutely right. They see the right clearly; they
think others ought to; and they are disposed to establish
a broad line of distinction between what they think right
and what they hold to be wrong; and they are not sel¬
dom wi ling to establish that line upon their own conric
lion of the truth and justice of their own opmiona. T&ey
are willing to mark and guard by (.lacing along it a

series of dogmas, as lines of boundary are marked by
posts and stones.
There are men who, with clear perceptions, as they

think, of their own duty, do not see how too hot a pur¬
suit of one duty may involve them in the violation of
others, or how too warm an embracement of one truth
may lead them to disregard other truths equally im|iort-
.int. As I heard it suited strongly, sir, nftt many day*
igo, the*e persons art: disposed to mount upon some duly
as a war-horse, to drive turiously, in, and upon,and over,
all other duties thai may stand in the way.
There are men who, in times of that sort, and in dis

Ktea of that soit, are of opinion that human duties may
ascertained wijh the precision of mathematics. They

deal with morale aa with mathematics, arid they think
that what is rig^t ti|ay be diatinguivied from what is

wrong with all the precisian ot an algebraic equation
They have, therefore,none toomuch charity towards others
who dirter from them They are apt to think that nothing
is good but what is perfectly good; thst there are no

compromlsea of mt<rfirtcations to be made in submission
tp difference of opinion, or in deference to other men's

judg/nenl. If their perspicacious vision enables them to

detect a spot oh tba fact <jf the sun, they think that a

good reason why tba nn abould !>« struck down from

heaven. They prefer the chance of running into uttei
darkness, to living in heavenly light, if that heavenly
light is to be not absolutely without any imperfection*

There are im|>atient men.too impatien talways to give
heed to the admonition of St. Paul, that we are not to
"do evil that good may come".too impatient to wait for
the slow progress of moral causes in the improvement of
mankind. They do not remember that the doctrines and
the miracles of Jesus Christ have, in lbOO years, con-
verted only u small portion of the human race; and,
among the nations converted to Christianity, they forget
how many vices and crimes, public and private, slill pre*
vail, and that many of them.the public crimes espe¬
cially.otlances against the Christian religion, pass with¬
out exciting particular regret or indignation Thus wars
are waged, and unjust wars. 1 do not deny that there
may be just wars; there certainly are; but it was the re¬
mark of an eminent persou, not many years ago, upon
the other side of the Atlantic, that it was one of the
greatest reproaches to human nature that wars were
sometimes necessary for the defence of nations.that
they were sometimes called for against the injustice of
other nations.

In this state of sentiment upon the general nature of
slavery lies the cause for a great portiou of these unhap¬
py divisions, exasperations, and reproaches, which find
vent and support in different parts of the tJuion. Slavery
does exist in the United States. It did exist in the States
before the a (option of this constitution, and at the time of
its adoption. And now let us consider, for a moment,
what was the state of sentiment in the North and the
South in regard to slavery at the time this constitution
was adopted. A remarkable change has taken plaoe
since. What did the wise and good men of all parts-ofthe country think of slarecy ? In what estimation
did they hold it in 1787, when this constitution was
adopted ? It will be found, sir, if we will carry our¬
selves, by historical research, back to that day, and as¬
certain men's opinions by authentic records still existing
among us, that there was no great diversity of opinion
between the North and the South upon the subject of
slavery; and it will be fonnd that both parts of the coun¬
try held it equally an evil.a moral and a political evil.
It will not be found that either at the North or at the
South there was much.thouglr there was some.invec¬
tive acainst slavery, as inhuman and cruel. The great
ground of objection to it was political; that it weakened
the social fabric; that, taking the place of free labor,
society was less strong and labor less productive. There¬
fore we find from all the eminent men of the South the
clearest expression of their opinion that slavery was an
evil; and they ascribe it.not without truth, and not
without some acerbity of temper and forcei of language.
to the injurious policy of the mother country, which, to
favor the navigator, had entailed the evil upon the colo¬
nies. I need hardlv refer to the publications of the day,
or to the matters of history upon record. The most emi¬
nent men, nearly all the conspicuous men, in all the
South, held the same sentiments: that slavery was an
evil; it was a blight; it was a blast; it was a mildew;
it was a scourge; it was a curse There were no terms
of reprobation so violent in the North at that day as in
the South. The North was not so much excited against
it as the South. And the reason was, I suppose, that
there was much less of it in the North than in the South ;
and the people did not see, or did not think they saw, the
evils so prominent as they were seen, or thought to be
seen, in the South.
Then, sir, when this constitution was formed, this was

the light in which the convention viewed it The con¬
vention reflected the judgment and the sentiment of the
great men of the Souib. A member of the other House,
whom I have not the honor to know, in a recent speech,
has collected extracts from these published documents.
They prove the truth of what I have said. The question
then was how to deal with slavery, and how to deal
with it as an evil. They came to this general result:
they thought that slavery could not continue in the
country, if the imitation of slaves should cease; and
they therefore provided that for a certain period the im¬
portation of slaves might be prevented1 by the action of
the new government. Twenty years were proposed by
some gentleman.a northern gentleman, I think. Many
of the southern gentlemen opposed it as being too long.Mr. Madison e»|**cially was somewhat warm against it,
and slid it would bring too great an amount of that mis¬
chief into the country to allow ihe importation of slaves
for such a period; because, in the whole of this discus¬
sion, when we are considering the sentiments and opm-
ions in which this constituitonal provision originated,
we must take along with us the lact that the conviction
of all uien was, that if the importation of slaves ceased,'
the white race would multiply faster than the black race,
and that slavery would therefore gradually wear out and
expire.It may not be improper here to allude to that.I had
almost sani celebrated.opinion of Mr. Malison. Yoil
observe, sir, that the term slavery is not used in the con¬
stitution. The constitution does not require that fugitive
slaves shall be delivered up; it requireethat persons bound
to service in one State, and eseapinc into another, shall
be delivered up. Mr. Madison opposed the introduction
of the term slave or slavery into the constitution; for he
said he did not wish to see it recognised by the constitu¬
tion of the United States of America that there could be
property in man.

Ail this took place in the convention of 1787; but con¬
nected with this, an t KMtauporaiMO** with it, is another
important consideration not .sufficiently attended to. The
convention for forming this constitution assembled in
Philadelphia in May, and sat until December, 1737
During all that time the Concern of the United States
was in session at New York. It was a matter of design,
as we know, tint lit convention should not leasable rtl
the same Slate where Congress was holding its session.
Almost all the public men of the country, therefore, ol
distinction and eminence, were in one of the other of
these two assemblies; and t think it happened in some
instances that the same gentlemen were members of both.
It 1 mistake not, such was the case Jvith Mr. ftufua King,
then a member of Congress from Massachusetts, and at
the same time a member from Massachusetts of the con¬
vention which formed the constitution. It was in the
summ-r of 1737, at the very time when the convention
in Philadelphia was framing this constitution, that i lie
Congress in New York whs framing the ordinance of
1781 And they passed that ordinance on the 13th
of July, 1787, at New York.the very month, and perhaps
the very day, in which the* questions of the importation
of etaves and the character of slavery were debated in
the convention in Philadelphia. So far as we can now
learn, there was a pertect concurrence ot opinion between
these reaper. live hollies. It resulted in this: The ordinance
of 1787, excluding slavery, was applied to all the ter¬
ritory over which the C ingress of tlie United States had
jurisdiction; that is, to all the teriitory northwest of the
Ouio. Three years before, Virginia and otner States had
made a cession of that great territory to the United States;
and a most magnificent act it wai. I never reflect upon
it without a disposition to do honor and justice.and
justice would be the highest honor.to Virginia lor that
act ot cession of the Northwestern Territory. 1 will say,
sir, that it is on* of her fairest claims to the respect and
gratitude of the United States, and that perhaps it is only
second to that other claim which attaches to her; which
is, that from her couintels, and from the intelligence and
patriotism of her leading ¦talesmen, proceeded the first
idea pat in practice for the formation of a general con¬
stitution ol the United States.
This ordinance of 1787, applying thus to the whole ter¬

ritory over which the Congress ol the United States had
any |urisdiction, was adopted nearly two yeare belorc
the constitution of the United States went into operation ;
Decease the ordinance took eltect immediately upon its
INUMage, while the constitution, alter having been framed,
wee to tie sent to the Stales, to be debuted in their c Ml -

ventions, end to be adopted by them, and then the gov¬
ernment was to be organized under it This ordinance,
therefore, we* in lull operation and force when the coa-
siitution was adopted and its government put in motion,
in March or April, 1780.
Mr. President, three things are quite clfear as histori¬

cal truths : One is, thst there was an expectation that
upon the ceasing of the importation of slaves from Afri¬
ca, slavery would begin to run out. That was hoped and
expected. Another is, that so far as there wu any pow¬
er in Congress to prevent the spread of slavery in the
United States, that power was executed in the mcwt ab¬
solute manner and to the fullest extent. An honorable
gentlem tn, who«e health does not allow him to be here
to-day, [Mr Calhoun,] said the other day in a speech to
the Senhte.-
A Senator. He is here.
Mr. WKOSTER. 1 *m vtry happy he is here. May

he long be here in health, ami in the enjoyment ot
strength to serve hi* country ! The honorable member
said that he considered this as the first in a series of meas¬
ures calculated to enfeeble the South, and todeprive them
of thair just participation in the benefits and privileges ot
th* governmest. Me say*, very proi»erlv, that it was
done under the old confederation, and before this consti¬
tution went into effect My present purpose i* only to
sty that H was done with the entire and unanimous con
currence of the whole South. There it stands. The
vote of every Stale in the Union was unanimous in fa¬
vor of that ordinance, with the exception of a single in¬
dividual*.and that individual was a northern member.

while for thai ordinance, prohibiting slavery northwest
of the Ohio, are the hand and seal of every southern
member in Congress. This was the state of things, and
this the state oi opinion under which these two very im¬
portant matters were arranged, arid theee two important
things done; that is, the establishment of the constitu¬
tion and the recognition of slavery as it existed in the
States, and the establishment of the ordinance prohibit¬
ing, to the full extent of all territory owned by the United
States, the introduction or existence of slavery.
And heie, sit, we may pause. We may reflect for a

moment upon that entire coincidence and concurrence of
sentiment between the North and the South upon this

Suestion at the period of the adoption of the constitution.
ut opinion has changed.greatly changetf.changed

North and changed South. Slavery is not regarded in
the South now as it was then. I see before me an hon¬
orable member of this body, [Mr. Mason,] paying me
the honor .to listen to my remarks, who brings to me
freshly and vividly the sentiments of his great ancestor.
so much distinguished in his day and generation, so

worthy to be succeeded by so worthy a grandson. with
all the strength and earnestness of the sentiments which
he expressed in the convention in Philadelphia.
Here we may pause. There was a unanimity of senti¬

ment, if not a general concurrence of sentiment, running
through the whole community, but especially entertained
by the eminent men of all portions of this country, in re¬
gard to this subject. But soon a change began, North
and South. A change began, and a severance of opin¬
ion soon showed it.the North growing much more strong
and warm against slavery, and the South growing much
more strong and warm in its favor. There is no genera¬
tion of mankind whose opinions are not subject to be in¬
fluenced by what appears to be their present and emer¬
gent interest. 1 impute to the South no particular inter¬
ested view in the cbaruce which has come over her. I
impute to her, certainly, no dishonorable views. All
that has happened has been natural. It has followed
causes which always influeuce the human mind and oper-
ate upon it.
W bat, then, has been the cause which has created so

warm a feeling in favor of slavery at the South .'.which
ha» changed the whote nomenclature of the South in re¬
lation to this subject?.so that, instead of being referred to
aa an evil, a blight, a curse, slavery has now come to be
an institution to be cherished.not a scourge and a mis¬
fortune to be deprecated, but a great political, social, and
moral blessing, as I think I have heard it lately descri¬
bed. Well, I suppose that this is owing to tue sud¬
den, surprising, and- rapid growth of the cotton-
planting interest tn the South. So far aa any mo¬
tive but honor, and justice, and the general judg¬
ment has acted in forming their present opinions,
this cotton interest has doubtless acted. It was this
which gave to the South a new desire to promote slavery,
to spread it, and to uxe this species of labor. I again say
that this was produced by causes which we must always
expect to produce like effects Men's interests became
more deeply involved in it. If we look back to the histo¬
ry of the commerce of this country at the time of its
commencement, what were our exports? Cotton was
hardly raised at all. The tables will show that the ex¬
portation of co<ton in the years 1790 and 1701 was hard¬
ly more than forty or fifty thousand dollars a year. It
has gone on increasing rapidly, till it now amounts, in a
year of large product and high prices, to more thao one
hundred millions of dollars! Then there was more of
fkx, more of indigo, more of rice, more of almost any¬
thing else exported from the South than of cotton. I
think that I have heard it said that, when Mr. Jefferson
negotiated the treaty of 1704 with Great Britain, he did not
know thai any cotton was raised ia this country; and
that when, under that treaty, which gave the United
States the right to carry their own products in their own
f>ki|M» to British ports, a shipment of cotton was sent to
England, the British custom-houses refused to admit it
under the treaty, on the ground that there was none
of that article raised in America. They would hard¬
ly say that now. [Laughter.] Well, we all know
that this cotton age baa become a golden age for
oui southern brethren. It gratified their desire for
improvement and for extending their operations. That
desire with what it fed upon, and there soon
came to be a greediness for other territory.a new
area, or new areas, for the cultivation of the cotton
crop; and measures were brought about, one after an¬
other, under the lead of southern gentlemen at the head
of the government, (they having a majority concurring
m both branches of the legislature,) to accomplish these
ends.
The honorable senator from South Carolina observed

in his speech the other day that the North have a fixed
majority in every department of the government. If that
be true, the North have acted very liberally and kindly,
or else very weakly ; for they have never exerted the
l>ower which that majority gives them live times in the
whole history of the government. Whether they have
been generous, or whether they were outgeneral led. 1
will not atop to discuss; but no one acquainted with the
history of this country can deny that the general lead in
the polnica of this country, during three-fourths of the
period which has elapsed since the formation of this gov-
erment, has been a southern lead.

In 1803, id pursuit of the idea of opening new cotton
regions, the United Slates obtained the ceaston from Geor¬
gia »f her western territory, now embracing the rich and
growing State of Alabama. In 1803, Louisiana was pur-
chMtd troa France, out of which the Slates of Louisi
ana,i Arkansas, and Missouri, have been formed aselave-
holding States, in 1S19 the cession ol Florida was made,
bringing another addition of alaveholding property and
territory.
The honorable senator from Soath Carolina thought he

saw in certain operations of the government, such as the
manner of collecting the revenue, and the tendency of
certain measures to promote immigration into the country,
and so on, the causes for the more rapid growth of the
North than of the South. He thinks that they were not
the operation of time, hut of the system of government
which has been pursued. That is a matter of opinion. In a
certain measure it may be ao; but it does seem to me
that, if any operations of the government can be shown
to have promoted the population, and growth, and wealth
of the North, the re are sundry important and distinct
operations of the government, about which no man can
doubt, tending to promote, and abaolutely known to have
promoted, the slave States and the slave territory at the
South. Allow me to say that it waa not time that
brought Louisiana in, but the act of man; it was not
by the silent operation of time that Florida came ia, but
by the act of man; and, then, to complete these acta of
man, which have contributed so much to enlarge the
area and sphere of this institution of slavery, Texaa.
great, vast, illimitable Texas.was added to the Union as
a slave State in IMS: and thai, sir, pretty much cloeed
the chapter and aettled the whole account. It cloeed tne
whole chapter and Milled the whole account, because
the annexation of Texas, upon the conditions and under
the guaraniies upon which she was admitted, did not
leave an acre of land capabld of being cultivated by
slave labor between this Capitol and the Kio Grande or
the Nueces, whichever is the proper boundary of Texas.
Not an acre remained from that moment, sir. The whole
country, from here to the western boundary of Texas,
was fixed, pledged, decided to be alaveholding territory,
by the must ample guarantiee of law.
And I now say, as the proposition upon which I stand

this day, and ui>on the truth and firmness of which 1 in¬
tend to act until it is overthrown, that there ie not at ibis
moment within the United Stales, or within the Territo¬
ries, a single foot of land the characiet'of which, in re-

tard to its being free-soil territory or slave territory, i.-» not
xed by sone law, and some irrepealable law.a law be¬

yond the power ol the action of this government. Now,
is not that so with respect to Texas? Indeed, it is most
manifestly so. The honorable gentle nan from South
Carolina, (Mr. Caijmum,] at the time of the admission of
Texas, held an important nost in the executive de¬
partment of government. He was Secretary of State
Another eminent person of great activity and adroitness
of powete.I mean the late Secretary of the Treasury,
(Mr. vValker).was a leading member of this body: they
took the lead in ihu business of annexation ; and I must
say that, the* did their work f^titalully.there was no
botch tn it. ILiughier.] They rounded it off, %nd made
it as close joiner's work as ever was*yut together. The
resolutions ol annexation were brought into Congress
fitly jointed together.com imet, firm, efficient, conclusive
upon the great object which tbey had in view. Allow
me to read a resolution. It is the third clause in (he sec¬
ond section of the resolutions of the 1st of March, JMfi,
fpr th« admission of Texas. That article read* in these
words
.\MeW Slates of convenient slse, not exoeeding four in

number, in addition ti> uld Stale of Texas, and having snf-
tlclent population, may hereafter, bjr the consent >t -aid
Mlf Wk*illts out ol the territory ibarrof, WHICH shall lx-
Hfiililert to admission under ths provisions <>l ih» federal
..on«iltot>on A it »urh States as may ne formed oot of that
l>ortion of said territory lying «oe<h of ihirljr stx degrees
iBirty minutes north IsUtude, commonly known as the Mis
sotiri compromise ltn«, st>all b» admitted into tlia Union
with or without slavery, es the people of eacb Stale asking
admission may desire."
And then there in a provision that such territory as

lies n irth of the Mieeoun compromise line shall be tree
States:

I "And in snoh Ststa or Stares as shall be formfd ent of

..id territory, north of said Missouri compromise line,klavury or Involuntary tervilude (except for crime) tball U
prohibited "

Well, now, what is here pledge!, stipulated for, enact-
ed, secured.' Why.it is that alt Texas south of 38 deg30 min.. which is nearly the whole of it, shall be aa
milted into the (Jaion as a Slate.it was a slave 8tate, ant
therefore it all came in as a slave State.and that new Statei
shall be made out of it; and that such States, being formed
out of that portion of Texas which lies south of 30 (leg
30 min , may come in as slave Stale*, to the number ol
four, in addition to the State then ill existence, and ad¬
mitted under the resolution. Now, air» I know of no
formula, no mode of legislation, which can strengthenthat resolution. I know no formal recognition of Con¬
gress that can *dd a tittle to it.

1 listened respectfully to the resolution of my honorable
fnend from Tennessee, [Mr. Bell,] containing a propo¬sition to recognise that stipulation with Texaa Why,sir, any additional recognition .of it would weaken its
force, Wause it stands here upon the grouud of a com¬
pact for consideration. It is a law.a law founded in a
contract with Texas, and is destined to carry that con¬
tract into effeet Recognition of the contract. for (fee
purpose suggested, would not leave it as strong as it
stands now upon the face of the original resolution.
Now, I know of no way.I candidly confess i know of

no way.in which this government, acting in good faith.
as (trust it always will.can relieve itself from that com¬
mitment, stipulation, and pledge, by any honest course of
legislation upon it; and therefore I say that, so far aa
Texas is concerned.the whole of Texas south of 36 deg.30 min., which I suppose embraces all the slave territory-there is no land, not an acre, the character of which is
not established by law, and by law which cannot be re¬
pealed without a violation of contract

I hope, sir, it is now apparent that my proposition, aofar as Texas is concerned, ia made plain. And, sir, the
provision in these articles.as has been well suggestedby my friend.that that part of Texas which lies north of

13(1 deg. may be formed into free States, is dependant like-
wit.,: upon the consent of Texas, herself a slaveholdiogState.
Well, now, how came it that these laws.when it

is said by the honorable senator from South Ca/olinathat the free States have the majority.how cane it that
these resolutions of annexation, such as 1 have described
them, found a majority in both houses of Congress? Why,sir, they found that majority by a vast addition of northern
votes to a great portion of the southern votes. It was
made up ol northern and southern votes. In the House
of Representatives it stood, I think, about eighty southern
votes for the admission of Texas, and about fifty northern
votes.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, (in bis seat.) All the

democrats were on one side.
Mr. WEBSTER. I shall not forget that [Laughter.]In the Senate the votes stood 37 for the admission of

Texas, and 25 against it; and of these 37 votes, consti¬
tuting a majority for its admission, not less than 13 of
them came irom the free States, and 4 of them from New
England. So you see one-half of all the votes in this
body for the admission of Texas, with this immeasurable
extent of slave territory, was formed by free-soil votes.

S:r, there is not so remarkable a chapter in our his¬
tory of political votes, of political parties, of political
men, as is afforded by this majority for the admission of
Texas, with this territory that a bird cannot fly over ih a
week. [Laughter ] New England, with some of her
votes, supported mis measure. Three-quarters of the
votes of liberty-loving Connecticut were given for it in
the other House, and one-half here. And there was ope
vote for it in Maine.not, I am happy to say, the vote,of
the honorable member who addressed us day before yes¬terday, [Mr. Hamlin,] who was then a member of the
other House from Maine. But there was one vote from
that Slate; ay, sir, there was one vote for it in Mas¬
sachusetts.a gentleman then and now living in and
formerly representing a district in which the prevalenceof free-soil sentiments has for a couple of years defeated
the choice of aay member of Congress. The body of
eastern men who gave their votes thus at that time, or
soon after, took u|>on themselves the nomenclature of
the northern democracy. They were to wield the dee-
tiny of this empire, if I may all a republic an empire;
and their policy was.and they peraisted in it.to bring
into this country all the territory they could. Theydiditunder pledges.absolute pledgee.to slavery, in the case of
Texas And afterwards, in the case of this new conquest.when the honorable senator from Georgia, [Mr. Bxa-
RicM,] in March, 1847, moved the Senate should declare
that the war ought not be prosecuted for the purpoee of
acquisition, conquest, and the dismemberment of Mexico.
the same northern democraty unanimously voted against
it It did not get a vote from them. It suited the views,

Eatriotism, and lofty sentiment of northern democratv to
rin{ in a world among the mountains and valleys of New

Mexico, or the northern part of Mexico, and then qturrelabout it.to bring it in, and then put upon it the saving
grace of the Wilmot Proviso! [Laughter] Why, sir,
there were two very eminent and highly respectable per¬
sons from the Nortn and East, then holding a high posi¬tion in this Senate.I refer (and I do so with entire re¬
spect, for I entertain s high regard for both of them) to
Mr. Dlx, of New York, and Mr. Niles, of Connecticut.
who voted for the admission of Texaa. They*would not
have it otherwiae than it stood, and would have it aa it did
stand. Those two gentlemen would have the raeolntions
of annexation just as they are, and they voted for them just
as they are. with their eyes open to them. Why, eir, myhonorable friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Calhoun,]
who addressed us the other day, was then Secretary of
State. His correspondence had been published. Hie
correspondence with Mr. Murphy^ the charge d'afiaires
of the United 8tatea to Texaa, was all before thoee gen¬
tlemen ; and he had the boldness and candor to avow in
that correspondence, and then to publish that corraapond-
ence, that the great object sought by the annexation of
Texas waato strengthen the slave interest ia this country.Mr. CALHOUN, (interpoeing.) In thie matter, which
I consider of so much importance, I deem it my duty to
set the honorable senator from Massachusetts right. I
did not put it upon the ground assumed by the senator
I put it upon Ihia ground: that Great Britain had an¬
nounced to this government, in so many words, that her
ortject was to abolish alavery in Texee, and through
Texas in the United States. And the ground 1 put it upon
was this: that if (ireat Britain succeeded in her object, it
would be impoeaible for our frontier to be secure against
the operations of abolitionista, and that this government
waa bound to protect us, under the guaranties of the con¬
stitution, in such a state at thioge.

Mr. WEBS TER. I suppose it amount* to exactly the
same thing. It was, that Texas must be obtained for the
.ecuriiy ol the South; and that was the object est forth
in the correspondence. 1 have occasion to know that
there repose in the State Department strong lettere from
the very worthy gentleman who preceded the honorable
senator from South Carolina in that office to the United
States minister in England, and 1 euppose letters from the
honorable senator himself to England, asserting to this
extent the esntiments of thie government: that Great
Britain was not expected 19 interfere to take Texas out of
the hands of the then existing government and make it a
free country. But my conclusion ia this -. that those gen¬
tlemen who compose the northern democracy, when
Texas was brought into the Union, saeait brought in,
with all their eyes open, as a alave territory, and for the
purpose ol being maintained aa slavs territory to the Greek
ailendi. Tkat they saw; that they could not but sse
I further think that the honorable segetor, who was then
Secretary of State, might have, in some of hie correspond¬
ence, suggested to Mr. Murphy that it waa not expedient
to SA> too much about thie subject, as it would create
some alarm. But he avowed it openly and osanfully.ferwhat he means he is very ready to say.

Mr. CALHOUN, (interposing ) Always; always.
Mr. WE8ST8H. This was in 1S45 Then, hi I847,jl<i

grant* btllo between the United Stale* and Mexico, tain
proposition «¦> brought forward by my friend from
Georgia. The northern democracy voted against it.
Their remedy wan to apply to this conquest, after it
should eom« »«. 'he VVilmot t'rorieo' Well, what fol¬
lowed * Why. those two gentlem n, worthy, honorable,
and influential men, brought in Texas by th«ir rote*
They prevented the Damage of the resolmion of the hon¬
orable senator from Ueorg a. and then they weat home
and took the lead in the free soil party; and there they
stand. They leave us here bound in honor and con¬
science by the resolutions of annexation; they leave us
her* tn take the odinm of fulftlHng the obligations in fa*
vor of slavery, which they voted as into, or elee the
greater odium of violating theae obligations, while they
are at home making rooeing and ctpiul speeches for frtt
noil 1,1,1 no »lavery [Laughter] Therefore 1 say, Mr
President, that there is no chapter in our history, respect¬
ing public measures arid public men, more full of what
should create sarprise, and more full of what doea create,
la my mind, extreme mortileatkM, than tbe conduct of this
northern democracy.
Sometimes, when a man is fonnd in a new nlation to

things aroand him and to other men, be says Ms world
hu changed, and that he has not changed- I balisve, sir,that otir s»lf-reaperi leads as often to make that leclara-
non, in regard »o otirseivea, when it is not exactly tr*e
An individual is more spt to change, perhaps, than all
t&e world around hint i« to change; and onder present
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circumstances, aad under the reeponeibility which I
kriow I incur bjr what I am now statist heee, I M it
liberty to rtcur to th« various expressions and statements
at various tinea of my own opinions, and reenlution* re¬
specting this admission of Texas, and all that has follow¬
ed As early aa 1830, or the early part of 1837, it ems a
matter of conversation and correspondence between my*self and some private friende. An honorable geatleeean,long an acquaintance and friend «f mine, now perhaps inthw chamber.General Hamilton, of Soath Carolina.
waa. knowing to that correspondence. I voted for the
recognition of Texan independence because I believed it
waa aa existing fast, surprising and astonishing as it
waa, and I wished well to the new republic. Bat I pro¬teased from the first an utter opposition to bringing herwith her territory into the United States ; and having oc¬
casion, in 1837, to meet some friends in Nsw York, oa
some political occasion, I stated my sentiments on thatsubject. It waa the firet time 1 bad occasion to advertto
it i and if I might ask a friend near me to read an extractfrom that apeecb. I think it would be proper to prseeat it
to the Senate, though it may be rather tedious. It was
delivered at Niblo's Garden in 1837.
Mr. GREENE read aa foUowai
" Gentleman, we all see that, by whomsoever possessed,Texas Is likely to be a toavaholding country; and ( franklyavow my entire unwillingness to do anything which shall

extend the slavery of the Airioan raoe on this eontioea', or
add other slaveholding States to the Union.

'* When I say that I regard slavery in Itself us a meet
moral, social, and politicarevil, I only use language which
has been adoptecf by distinguished men, themsMVe* old-zrnsof slaveholding States.
V I stadl do nothing, therefore, to favor or enaourage its

further extension, we have slavery already among as.Theoon»iitutioo found it auiong us; it reoogotsedIt,and
gave it solemn guaranties.
" To the lull extent of these guaranties, we are all boundin honor, in justice, and by the constitution. All the stipula¬tions contained in tbe constitution in favor of the slavenoU-

ing State* which are alraady in the Union oiwht u> be ful¬
filled, and, so lar as depends on me, shall be fulfilled In the
fullness of their spirit and to ths ssaotneas of their letter.
Slavery as it exists in tbe 3tates is beyond tbe reach ofOea-
gress.
"It is a concern of tbe Slates themselves. They have

never submitted it to Congress, and Congress has no right¬ful power over it.
"1 shall concur, therefore, in no act, no measure, no

menace, no indioation of purpose, whioh shall interfere Or
threaten to interfere with tbe exclusive authority of tbe sev¬
eral States over the subject of slavery, as it exists within
their respective limits, all this appears to me to be matter
ot plain and imperative duty. «{&» > r
''But whan we come to speak of admitting new States,the subjsot assumes an entirely different aapeei. Our rlahto

and our duties are then both different. . e e e
" 1 see. therefore, no political n-oessity for the annexa¬

tion ot Texas to the union.no ad /antages to be derived
from it, end objections to it of a strong and, in myjudg¬
ment, of a decisive character."
I Mr. WEBSTER. I have nothing, eir, to add nor totake
back from tbeae sentiments. That, air, you will perceive,and the Senate will perceive, waa in 1837. Tbe purpose of
immediately annexing Texas at that time waa abandoned
or poetponed. It was not revived with any vigor for some
years. In the mean time, it so happened that I bad be¬
come a member of the executive administration, and was
there for a abort period, in tbe Department of State. The
annexation of Texas was a common subject of conver¬
sation.not conIdential.with tbe Preaident and beads of
departments, as it was with other public men. Bat no aa-
rious attempt was made to bring it about.

I left the Deportment of State in May, 1843, and shortlyafter I learned from a source in no way connected with
official information, that a design had beea taken ap to
brine Texas with her alave territory and population into
the United Statea.

I was here in Washington and persona are bow
here who well remember that we bad an arrangedmeeting for convereation upon it. I went borne to
Maasachusette, and proclaimed the existence of that
purpose; but I could get very little attention. 8ome
would not believe it, and some were engaged in
their own pursuits. They hsd gone to their farms or to
their merchandise. It wes impossible to raiss any senti¬
ment in New England, or even in Massachusetts, that
should combine the two parties against annexation < aad,
indeed, there was no hope, from ths first, of bringing the
northern democracy into it. Even with tbe whiga, aad
leading whig*, I am ashamed to aay, there was s
indifference concerning tbe annexation of Texas with
her slave territory into this Union. At that time I was
out of Congress. The annexation resolutions passed tbe
1st of March, 1845 Ths legislature of Texas compliedwith the conditione and accepted the guarantiee; for the
phraseology of ths annexation resolutions is, that Texas
is to come in " on the conditions and under tbe guarantiesherein prescribed."

I happened to be returned to the Senate in March, IMA,
and waa here in December, 1843, when the acceptaaos byTexaa of tbe conditions proposed by Congress waa laid
before us by tbe President, aad an act for the consum¬
mation of the connexion was before the two boasaa.
Tbe connexion was completed. A Anal law, doing tbe
deed of annexation, was altimatsly adopted. When it
was on it* passage here, I expressed my opposition to it,
and recorded my vote ; and there tbe vote stands, with
the obeervatione I made upon that occasion. It happened,between 1837 and this time, that, an various occasions
and opportunitiea, I have expreesed my entire opposition
to the admission of slavs States, or the acquisition of
new slave territory to be adJed to tbe United States. I
know no change in my own sentiments or in my own
purposes in that respect. I will only now, sir, read very
briefly one other extract from aapeech of mine, made at
a convention held in Springfield, Massachusetts, Septem¬ber 37, 1847;
"We bear revolt jast now of a panartm for tbe danger!

and evils of slavery and slave annexation, which they eill
tba ' tVilmM Htovho.' That ocrtalnly i* a ju.t sentiment,
bat It l» not a sentiment to found anjr new parly npon.f.Wla not a sentiment on wbioli Massachusetts wbigs aif-
fcr. There I* not a man in tins hall who holda w it mow
firmly than I do, nor mm who adhere* to it mora than
another.
"I feel tome little Interest in thl* matter, iir. Did not 1

commit myself In I8W to ihe whole doctrine fully. entirety 1
And I man be permitted to My thai I nan not quite oooaeat
that more recent discoverers .boaId claim the merit
lake out a jmlent
"I deny the priority of the invan'ion. Allow me H My,

sir, It U not their thunder. ee .

..We are to aw the lirat and l*M and every occasion
which offer* to oppoee tba extension of *tave power.
"Hull (peak el it here, as in Oorv«res4, as a politicalquestion.a question lor statesmen M aot upon. We Ms*

so regard it I certainly do not mean to say that M is lees
Important in a moral point of tiew, that it is not masf.fcft-
liortaul in many other points of view j but, a* a legislator,
or in any official capacity, 1 must look at it, consider it, and
decide It, a< a matter of politics! notion.M
On other oocasion*. sir, and in debate* hare, I have eft-

pressed my determination to vote (or no acquisitions of
annexation*. North, South, Kast, or West My opiaion
has been that we hftVft territory enough, and that we
should use the Spartan maxim: "Improve, adorn whst
you have; seek no further."

I think, air, thftt it was on *ome observations I made
hereon the three-million loan bill, that I avowed that
sentiment ft is short; and the sentiment ha* been
Avowed q uite as often, in as many place*, and before as

many of the people of the United Mates, as any humble
sentiment of mine ha* been avowed.

Bui, now, sir, what is our condition? Texas m ia,
with all her territories, a* a slave State, with solemn
pledge* thai if she is divided iato many Statae. thofta
Slate* may come ia as slave State* eoath of 36 dftpsM 90
minute*. How are we to deal with them ? I know ftf mo
way of honorable legislation, but, when dM time come*
for enactment, to carry into effect all thftt we have stipu¬
lated. I do not sgrse with my honorable friead from
Tennessee, that as soon as there ia nxjm for another rep¬
resentative, according to nombers, we should create a new
State- The truth, with regard to thftt, I think to be this:
When we have created new States cat of Territories, we
hsve generally gooe upon the idea that when there ws*
population enough to entitle them to a member.00,000,
or eome each number.we should create a State ft may
be thought a different thing, where a State ie divided, end
two or three are made ont of one. It doe* not follow that
tbe same rule of apportionment must prevail Bat that,
*ir, ia a matter for the consideration of Congress When
the proper time arrives, I may not be here. I m*y have
no rote to give on the occasion; but I wish to be distiMft*
ly under stood this day, that aecor ling to my view of the
matter, this government is eolemnly Pledged by taw to
create new State* oat of Texas, with her consent, when
her population shall justify such a proceeding, and, e0
fer as those new States are formed out of Texan territwy
lying *outh of degree* SO minatee, to let diem Hi as
slave States That i* the meaning of the reeolatioft
Which our friends, the northern democracy, have lett ue
here to fulfil; *nd I. for <"... mean to t«Mt it, beean*e I
will not violate the faith of thegOVMNMaL
Now, sir. aa to California and New Mexico: | hold

slavery to be excluded tram those Territories by a law
ev»p superior to that which admit* and sanations slavery
in Tens*.I mesn the lew of nature.the law or physicalgeography.the law of the formation of the earih. That
law aettles forever, with a strength beyond all term* of
hnman enactment, that slavery canaot exist in Cftliforaift
or New Mexico. Understand me, sir} 1 mean slavery aa


